Wellington Run Crime Watch

Meeting Notes 12/9/08

I’d like to thank everyone for attending.  We had 55 people signed the registry.

Officer Travis Johnston from the Carrollton Police Department spoke for an hour and a half and below you will find the notes from his comments.

Stats:

· Residential burglaries have increased 14% over last year.  Officer Johnston attributes this to the economy.

· 50% of burglaries are due to people leaving doors unlocked.

· 60% of burglaries happen during the day while people are at work.

· Carrollton has 12-15 officers patrolling at any given time.  

· About 2% of burglary cases are cleared each year.

· Carrollton PD has 3 detectives, each working about 100 cases.

How burglars operate:

· Will knock/bang on door of residence to see if anyone is home.

· They will work in groups and use something like a small girl as bait.  Once you open the door to her, they will rush the open door.

· If no one answers, they will gain entry by kicking in a door.

· They will go to the bedroom and use your pillow case, sheet or blanket to carry your things out.

· They usually park in back of house and some will pull into your garage, close the door and load their car from inside.

Tips to prevent burglaries:

· Lock your doors

· Park in the garage

· If you cannot get the car in the garage, clear it out so that you can.

· Take everything out of your car.

· Insurance papers have your address on them.  Put them in your wallet or purse.

· Garage door openers – Someone can break into your car while you are shopping and take your garage door opener and insurance card and rob you while you shop.

· When getting your car serviced, give the attendant only your ignition key.  If you leave your house keys attached, they can make a copy of it.  

· Get an alarm system for your house.

· Place signs in your yard advertising your alarm.

· Test your alarm.

· See how long it takes for your alarm company to contact you.

· After setting off the alarm, close your doors and see if you can hear the alarm from your sidewalk.

· Most alarm systems have the sound speaker facing in the house and they cannot be heard outside.

· Reposition the speaker to face an outside vent or mount it outside of the house so that the sound can be heard by neighbors.

· Call the police if you hear your neighbor’s alarm going off.

· Don’t investigate the alarm yourself.

· Put locks on your gates.  Mount the locks on the inside of the fence.

· Dogs are a good deterrent.

· Can turn off motion sensors on alarms if your dog is setting it off.

· Install and use outside lighting.

· Keep blinds closed.  People passing by won’t be able to tell if someone inside is robbing you or not.  Open blinds will attract criminals.

· Use Davy (? Spelling) locks.   

· Consider purchasing a camera that attaches to your computer allowing your hard drive to record the activity.  

· Need to be sure the quality is good enough to be of use should you need it.

· Best Buy may carry these.

· Schedule a security survey for your home.

· Crime prevention officers do this free of charge.

· You can schedule appointments Monday - Friday between 8am and 4:30pm.

· It takes approximately 45 minutes.

· You may be able to get a discount on your insurance for doing this.

· The officers will provide you with suggestions for making your home harder to infiltrate.  Simple hardware upgrades such as using longer screws can make a big difference.

· Don’t go places alone.

· Don’t carry big wads of cash that people may see you using in stores.

· Have your keys in your hand when walking to your car.

· Walk with confidence and keep your head up.

· Trust your gut.  If you have an uneasy feeling, don’t go out by yourself.

· If you purchase a personal protection device, train with it.

· If you encounter suspicious persons:

· Make eye contact.

· Speak confidently to them.

· Acting as though you are crazy can deter potential criminals.

What’s in the Home:

· Put irreplaceable items in a safety deposit box.

· Record serial numbers of all valuables such as TVs, stereo equipment and computers.

· A verbal description is not sufficient.

· Consider using an engraver to add your address.  Don’t engrave your social security number or driver’s license number.

· Take pictures of your valuables, especially your jewelry.  

· Store the pictures somewhere other than your PC.

· Burn pictures to a CD and store it in a safety deposit box.

· You can get a safe, but 2-3 guys can get it out of your house.

· Jewelry boxes are obvious targets.

Crime Reports & Statistics

· Can be found online.

· www.cityofcarrollton.com/maps
· Data is 24 hours behind.

· Be sure to zoom in.

· Our beat is 325.

The bottom line is that the best way to protect yourself and your neighbors is to make it very inconvenient for the burglars, watch out for each other, report suspicious activity to the police and communicate with each other.
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